English

Studying English for high school and uni

Take quality notes

a. Be prepared with note paper and pen…. easy push type that feels good…

b. Write clearly …leave plenty of space and layout between points
c. Point form… just the key/relevant points/ideas
d. Use abbreviations… devise your own system if you like eg. with “w” underlined


e. Listen carefully… try not to daydream!!! ‘Tis hard… but….


f. Write down …facts, ideas, impressions, opinions.

g. When referring to text …notate the page no. or even paragraph

h. Using quotations …name the source.

i. Go over class notes …often! Clarify any points you are not clear on as soon as possible.


j. Compare notes and requirements with others.


k. If you miss class …get a friend, let them know you want them to take notes for you.

Listening skills

a. This requires POSITIVE mental involvement. You need to make a conscious decision to actively participate. Drink and eat before important sessions.

b. It is too easy to lose touch if tired, lack understanding of the topic, distracted by others, preoccupied with outside interests and problems.

Discussion Skills
a. Try to make a real effort to ‘get involved’… you will enjoy it more.


b. Confidence comes with practise.


c. Ask a question/s …usually it is in the minds of many others anyway!


Vocabulary

Increase your written vocabulary

a. READ …read ….read … read. The more you do of this the more you will exposed to new words. Have an exercise book handy to make a note of good words or the ones you don’t understand
b. WRITE ….write ….write….. The more you do this the better you become.

c. Use a THESAURUS …book or computer… a book has greater options I find, although slower… obviously! Avoid boring, overused words like: 

good

bad

said

get

love

walk

got

lots

d. Use a DICTIONARY ….for obvious reasons!!!
www.dictionary.com is a great site to use…

The following are Literacy terms and Language terms you need to have ideas about…

…..as well as understanding clichés

………….and using a variety of CONNECTING words and PHRASES

……………….and a variety of CONJUNCTIONS or JOING WORDS.
Literacy/English    - terms you NEEEEEEED to know. Tick the ones you understand… check the ones you don’t…. 
[image: image1.jpg]ALLEGORY — a story in which the characters represent ideas or have a
‘second’ meaning, such as Animal Farm by George Orwell.

ALLUSION — the reference, in one work of literature, to a person or event or
another piece of literature, which should be widely known or recognised, for
example, ‘He had the temper of Hitler’

ATMOSPHERE — the mood, tone or ‘feeling’ created by a particular place or
scene; usually a function in setting.

CHARACTERISATION — the way in which a writer creates and develops
characters in a text.

CLIMAX — the highest point of interest in a story.
CONNOTATION — what is implied or suggested by a word or phrase.

DESCRIPTION — a technique of describing the physical features of a person
or place.

DIALOGUE — conversation between two or more people.

EPISODE — an incident or event in a novel.




[image: image2.jpg]‘of beginning a story in the present, then going
some aspect of the character’s life.

f approaching doom or disaster; one way of

1 incidents to suggest what may happen later in a
ting suspense.

ntral male or female character, usually a ‘good’ character.

e use of language to present any experience. There are
 be described: scenes, actions, emotions, ideas.

one thing but actually meaning the exact opposite, for
eat weather!” when it’s actually raining.




Language Terms –you NEEEEEEDDDDDDD to know

[image: image3.jpg]you should be familiar with:

informal level, not regarded as acceptable in all situations, for
', ‘sick’, ‘chill out’.

AL — generally accepted spoken language, for example, ‘guy’, ‘kids’.
— most acceptable level of verbal and written language.

— language which is specific to a group in society, for example ‘byte’,
loppy disc’ are all computer jargon.

HOR — when a comparison is made between two objects, for example
kitten at play.

ATOR — person who tells the story.

NA — person who speaks in a poem. One does not have to assume that
the poet.

PLOT — story line.




[image: image4.jpg]PUN — play on words which adds a lighthearted tone to writing, for example
The teacher was a class act. The pun was on the word ‘class’.

RHETORICAL QUESTION — one that does not require an answer because it is
obvious.

SATIRE — a piece of literature that makes fun of human weaknesses.
SETTING — the place where the events of a story occur.

SIMILE — a comparison between two objects, using the words ‘as’ or ‘like’, for
example ‘as round as the moon’.

SYMBOL — something which stands for or represents something else, for
example a cross stands for Christianity. §

SYNOPSIS — a summary of events or incidents in a story.

TONE — the writer’s attitude to their subject matter or audience; the
distinctive mood created by this.




Clichés –don’t use them….
[image: image5.jpg]Once upon a time

love at first sight

really pack a punch

I've told you a thousand times
too good to be true

deep and meaningful

trials and tribulations

more than meets the eye

hard and fast

talk a good hard long look
believe it or not

from the bottom of my heart
true fact

totally obvious

state the obvious
larger than life




Connective Words and Phrases

Most writers suffer from using the same words to connect ideas… ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’. Try using a mixture of the ones below…

[image: image6.jpg]as
according to
along
before
beside
down
for
inside
of
onto
past
to
until

within

at

across
among
behind
between
despite
from
into

off
opposite
round
towards
unlike

without

above
after
around
below
beyond
during
in

like

on
outside
since
throughout
up

about
against
at
beneath
by
except
in place of
near
out
over
through
under

with




Conjunctions or joining words
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because
however
therefore
when

wherever

although
before

if

unless
whether
while

as
but
since
untl

where



















